INTRODUCTION

The organizers are pleased to invite you at Rieti
(80 Km from Rome) to attend the Congress for the
“Centenary of Strampelli Green Revolution”.
NAZARENO STRAMPELLI (1866-1942) was an extra-
ordinary geneticist and breeder who, in the year
1900, initiated a cross breeding programme for
wheat improvement. Up to 1905 he was
unaware of the MENDEL’s laws. Nevertheless, he
made 53 crosses in 1904; 112 in 1905 and 136
iIn 1906. Within a few years span he was able to
perceive the inheritance laws, to set up a huge
modern breeding programme, to exploit the pos-
sibilities deriving from the interspecific and inter-
generic hybridization, to organize a laboratory for
quality evaluation and so on. He introduced in old
ltalian wheat varieties very important key charac-
ters such as: earliness, short straw, lodging
resistance, lower tiller number, disease resis-
tance,.drought tolerance and finally high yield.
The invited Speakers will give a worldwide report
on the impact of the wheat varieties developed
by STRAMPELLI: either as a direct cultivation, or as
parents of the cultivars grown today.
Furthermore, the new challenges of wheat
breeding will be discussed in order to meet in the
future the overwhelming food demand of the
world population. .
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